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a tooth-pick or a nail-file. Every viewpoint from which a more
or less consistent classification of nature might be attempted,
converges to a morass of confusion, in which theocentric, helio-
centric, geocentric, anthropomorphic, aesthetic, individualistic,
and social categories overlap. The truth is that it embodies all
the essential defects which Aristode's System of Nature borrowed
from Plato. As such, it was a backward step in the Society's
philosophical progress away from the "notional or disputatious
way" of the ancients, and is factually behind the current state
of knowledge in several details.

This can be seen even in the table of forty primary categories
to which names are to be assigned. Things known to him, and
Wilkins's notions, may be "general, i.e. transcendental" (general I,
mixed relations II, relations of action III), or words (discourse IV).
They may be special, i.e. creator V, or creature. Creatures may
be considered collectively (world VI) or distributively, according
to the several kinds of beings, which may be considered as sub-
stances or accidents. Substances are inanimate (element VII), or
species and parts. Species in turn may be vegetative and imperfect
as stone VIE, metal EX; vegetative and perfect as "herb," con-
sidered according to leaf X, to flower XI, or to seed-vessel XII;
as shrub XIII, or tree XTV, or they may be sensitive ^nd blood-
less (XV), and sanguineous (fish XVI, bird XVH, beast XVIII).
Parts are either peculiar XIX, or general XX. Then follow acci-
dents (in almost every sense of die word), classified under quan-
tity, quality, action, and relation (i.e. social relations in contra-
distinction to physical ones, under I and II, or to circles, which
are a sub-category of world VI). These bring die list up to forty.

Thus herbs, in contra-distinction to shrubs, are considered as
different things sub specie aeternitas, according as they are classified
in die ensuing hierarchical system by different floral organs. There
are three levels in the hierarchy: genus (as above), differences, and
species. The classification of living creatures is arbitrary, and vasdy
inferior to die contemporary work of Morrison and others, and
the section on animals contains a long and irrelevant digression
on the food supply of Noah's Ark. Perhaps the non-biological